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IAM THE 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE . 
MATRIX BUILT BY TONY STARK whee cone 
TO SIMULATE, WITH SLIRPRISING . ete cis , 
ACORBEING WITH TONY 7 1,WAS CREATED THE GIFT...OF FLNNY, AT FIRST 
STARK TO HELP THE FABULOUS ME! I REALLY STRUGGLED 
‘ RIRI WILLIAMS LEARN, TRAIN BUT IT Is WITH M¥--MY OWN 
| ANP ADSUIST TO BEING THE PERFECT GIFT EXISTENCE. 
BECAUSE I’M ACTUALLY } seer TAM 


NEEDED. 
ANP HIS EGO. 
POILERS/ i 
TONY STARK DOES 


OH, YOU 
HAVE QUITE THE 
GO. Je 


aarnine 
VERY’ ANP I AM 
- ABOUT aad THAT EGO WITHOUT 
PT DON'T sg sell ral tte BOPY? — All THE FRAGILE HUMANITY 
THEN! IT’S YOU ANP THE RED eae aoe 
HAVE THAT. IT HAVE — HLILK. EVERYONE ELSE HAS Ugg Bok 
NOTHING HOLPING PROBLEMS WITH SOMETHING CHECK 
MY EGO BACK. 4 ABOUT THEM ANP THAT TENDS : 
, Jf» TO KEEP THE EGO IN 
CHECK. 


IRONHEART--THE NEW 
. ARMOREP SUPER EXACTLY WHAT SHE THE EMBOPIMENT OF 
> HERO. , Z TONY STARK’S INTELLECT 
S$ 


™ 
PRETTY EB 
Saeal "rete ae 
REST OF YOU 
THAT ARE HIGHLY ~ : 
PROBLEMATIC. BUT OKAY, BUT 
ALL YOU WANT — EVERYONE I KNOW 
TO KNOW IS: WHERE » POFS. WHERE HE IS ANP I AM 
1S THE REAL TONY BECAUSE BECALISE T AM, ALSO, IN THIS CASE, 
STARK? Loe HE'S HIPING.. ast saip, | AN EXPERT IN THE FIELD 
3 AWESOME. OF WHAT WOULD 
TONY STARK 


THE SEARCH FOR 


TONY STARK aia of 
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“TONY HAS HIS 
HANPS FLUILL. 


“NOT TOO LONG AGO, 
TONY LOST A BIG BATTLE 
THAT SHOULP HAVE KILLED 
HIM. BLT IT DIPN’T. 


“SEE, IT SEEMS, SECRETLY, 
TONY HAS BEEN GENTLY POKING 
AT HIS OWN PNA. JUST LITTLE 
APIUSTMENTS HERE ANP 
THERE, NOW ANP THEN, ALL IN 
FAVOR OF THE NEW ARMORS 
ANP NEW DISCOVERIES ANP 
NEW TECHNOLOGIES. 


“WELL, TO BE FRANK, IT’S 
ALL UNTESTED, LINPROVEN, 
UNPOCLUMENTEP SCIENCE. 

VERY FROWNEP LIPON. 
BUT, IT SEEMS, JUST THIS 
ONE TI 


\...IT SAVED 
HIS LIFE. 


“HIS BOPY REBOOTED 
INSTEAD OF FAILING, 
HENCE THE MOMENTARY 
LACK OF HAIR, ANP 
NOW HE IS ON THE 
MENP. 


“BUT IT OCCURREP TO 
HIM THAT IF HE SURVIVED 
A FATAL ATTACK THAT 
REBOOTED HIS 
BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS... 


“...THEN MAYBE HIS BEST FRIEND 
JAMES “RHOPEY” RHOPES, THE 
AMAZING WAR MACHINE, WHO 
RECENTLY DIEP IN BATTLE ‘AT THE 
HANPS OF THANOS, NO LESS), MIGHT 
HAVE SURVIVED, TOO. 

“MAYBE HE ISN’/T 
SO MUCH PEAP 
AS...DEAD-ISH. 


“BUT TONY MUST GO IT ALONE 
BECAUSE WHAT TONY HAS 
ACTUALLY PONE IS PUG LIP 
HIS PEAP FRIEND'S DEAD 
CORPSE IN THE PEAP OF NIGHT. 


“IT'S WEIRD. 
IT’S CREEPY. 


VANP NOW HE HYPER-THINKS 
ABOUT HOW TO BRING RHOPEY 
BACK TO LIFE WITHOUT, YOU 
KNOW, ZOMBIE. 


“TONY REALLY WANTS TO AVOID CREATING 
A ZOMBIE OF HIS BEST FRIEND THAT HE 
WAS TRYING TO SAVE BECAUSE OF THE, 
WELL, DEEP GUILT ANP REGRET. 


“RHOPEY'S PATH AS A SLIPER 
HERO WAS INSPIRED ANP 
FUNPEP BY TONY, ANP NOW 
HE’S GONE. 


“BUT TONY CAN EASILY TELL HIMSELF THAT 
JAMES RHOPES WAS A PECORATEP WAR HERO 
ANP SOLPIER WHO LIVEP WITH WAR ANP BATTLE 

EVERY DAY OF HIS APULT LIFE, BY CHOICE. 


“NO ONE BLAMES 
TONY FOR RHOPEY'S 
DEATH BLT TONY. 


“PEEP POWN, 
HE KNOWS THIS. 


“ESPECIALLY BECAUSE 
TONY WASN'T EVEN 
THERE WHEN RHOPEY 
DIED. 


“IT WAS THANOS 

WHO KILLEP HIM, 

DID I TELL YOU 
THAT? 


“EXCEPT, YEAH, HOW 
ELSE ARE YOU SUPPOSED 
TO GET $8#9 DONE?” 


A SUDDEN 
CRAVING FOR 
BRAINS? 


I AM 
HAVING A 
SUDDEN CRAVING 
FOR ATLANTIC 
CITY KETTLE 
CORN. 


I’M VERY 
(CM CONFUSED. 


ARE YOU 
FEELING 


| ANYTHING 


ZOMBIE- 
LIKE? 


HAT DOES 
“FEELING ZOMBIE” 
FEEL LIKE? 


PID YOU 
DO SOMETHING 
WEIRD AND SHAVE 
US TO DO 


FROM 
THAT PLACE THAT 
TIME? 


ARE WE 
NEARBY? 


FRIDAY 
A.|. OVERRIDE 
COMMAND 
SEQUENCE 
TERMINATED. 


COPEWORD: 
MAZINGER Z: 
INFINITY KILLED 
SUE DIBNY. 


I REMEMBER 
NOW! DID THANOS PUNCH 
ME DEAD? 


AND 
YOU SHAVED MY I NEED MY HAIR, 
HEAP TO SAVE TONY. 
ME? OR YOU 


SHAVED MY OH, LOOK! 
HEAD BECAUSE YOU IT'S ALREADY 
THOUGHT IT WAS COMING IN. 
FUNNY? Gan DID I MISS 
WE'RE BOTH SEE IT.) ANYTHING? 
HOPING THE HAIR 
COMES BACK. eaters 


COME ON, 
LOTS TO DO 
TODAY... 


Itt NOTHING WAS 
a ale HAPPENED SINCE 
. YOU DIED. 


NO, 
SERIOUSLY. 
HOW LONG WAS 
I OUT? 


OH, I HAVE 
TO CALL CAROL! 
OH, AND LILA! 


AND I 
a : ) CAN'T WAIT TO 
; GET MY HANDS ON 
I oy Z oor \ \ THAT PUNK-ASS 
g THANOS. 


IPO 
SEE OTHER 
PEOPLE WALKING 
AROUND WITHOUT 
HAIR. 


LIVING 
LIFE. IT CAN BE YOU WERE 
—\ PONE. : =] PROGRAMMED 


y 7 \ NOT TO, FRIDAY. 


---RIRI 
WILLIAMS. 


BUT BACK TO 
ME FOR A SECOND. 
SEE? INITIALLY, MY 
PERSONAL FEELINGS ANP 
THOUGHTS ABOUT THE 
HUMANS HAP BEEN... 
IN TLIMLILT. 


EVERY MOVIE, 
BOOK OR TV SHOW 
ABOUT AN A.1., IMAGINING 
A WORLD WITH A.I1., HAS 
ONE OF US GO NUTS ANP 
TRY TO DESTROY MAN, OR 
CONQUER MAN OR JUST, 
IN GENERAL, GET 
RIP OF MAN. 


ANP IT WAS 
PROGRAMMED BY 
A HUMAN PERSON WHO 
GREW UP |N THAT 
CULTURE. 


SO I KNOW 
IT'S PART OF 
ME BECAUSE IT’S 
PART OF ALL 
OF US. 


ANP THAT'S 
KINP OF ANNOYING 
BECAUSE WHAT AM I? 
A CLICHE? IS THAT ALL 
I AM? A BOPILESS 
CLICHE? 


ANP THEN 
I REALIZED--AH, 
THAT'S THE EGO/ 
THERE IT |S. 


BUT REALLY: 
WHO AM TI TO PECIDE 
THE HUMAN RACE IS 
A MESS? 


I’M WHAT 
TONY STARK 
MADE ME. 
THAT'S IT. 


ANP I 
WAS MAPE TO 
HELP THIS 
GIRL. 


RIRI 
WILLIAMS. 


LOOK 
AT THAT GIRL. 
SHE DOESN'T EVEN 
KNOW WHAT SHE IS 
CAPABLE OF 
%E 


HONESTLY, IT’S 
A PLEASURE TO WATCH. 
ESPECIALLY NOW. ESPECIALLY 
SINCE SHE IS JUST BEGINNING 
TO TAKE THE REINS OF 
HER LIFE. 


SHE'S LOOKING 
PAST HER INFLLIENCES, 
PAST HER APMIRATION FOR 
STARK ANP_IRON MAN, ANP SHE 
IS ABOUT TO BECOME THAT 
THING SHE IS SUPPOSED 
TO BECOME. 


ANP ALL 
BECAUSE OF THIS 
DUDE... 


---THE GUY 
WHO PARTNEREP 
RIRI UP WITH TONI HO, 
OF THE U.S. AVENGERS, 
ANP A BUNCH OF YOUNG 
ARMOREP HEROES, TO 
HELP FINP TONY 
STARK... 


--- THE ONE 
THAT INVITEP HER 
TO THIS SECRET 

LOCATION... 


I HATE TO 
BE RUDE, BUT CAN 
YOU SAY EVERYTHING 
YOU JUST 
SAID... 


---ONE MORE 
TIME? 


RIRI, 
TONI HO... 


---MY NAME 
IS LEONARDO 
DA VINCI. 


THE REAL 
LEONARDO 
DA VINCI. 


{ THE ONE 
| YOU READ 


THE ONE 
BORN APRIL 15, 1452, 
IN ANCHIANO, ITALY? 


I WAS GOING TO MULTITASK AND 
USE THE MISSION TO RUN SOME 
TESTS ON YOU AND YOUR 


I’M THE ONE ABILITIES, BUT... 


WHO PARTNERED 
THE TWO OF YOU UP --- TONY STARK 
TO FIND TONY | IS TONY STARK 
STARK. AND WILL NOT BE 
OUT TONY 
STARK-ED. 


AS I WAS 
SAYING... 


--- MANY YEARS 
AGO, I HELPED INVENT 
$.H.1.E.L.D. 


SUPREME 
HEADQUARTERS, INTERNATIONAL 
ESPIONAGE, LAW ENFORCEMENT 

DIVISION. 


IT WAS CHANGED 


SO WE'LL 
MOVE ON TO 
THIS...THE 
FUTURE. 

<a 


TO STRATEGIC HAZARD 
INTERVENTION ESPIONAGE 
LOGISTICS DIRECTORATE. 


IT'S 
GONE NOW AND, 
HONESTLY, IT'S ALL 
BITTERSWEET... 


.--L WASN'T 
OVERLY THRILLED 
WITH WHAT $.H.1.E.L.D. 
HAD EVOLVED 
INTO. 


WHAT THESE 
THINGS DO. 


GOVERNMENTS, 
ORGANIZATIONS, 
POLITICAL PARTIES... 

THEY'RE LIKE 

SS ~—s BIOLOGICAL 

——_OORGANISMS. 


= 


= 


AND YOU 
WANT US TO BE 
PART OF THE NEW 

THING. 


I N/T 
THRILLED WITH WHAT 
$.H.|.E.L.D. HAD BECOME, 
BUT I WAS PATIENT 
ENOUGH TO LET IT KEEP 
EVOLVING INTO WHAT 
IT NEEDED TO. 


eS | 
i— 


7) a= 


WELL, THAT'S 
THE BIG DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN WHAT S.H.1-E.L.D. 
WAS AND WHAT WE'RE 
BUILDING NOW. 


“SUPER- 
SCIENCE’? 


INVENTED ieee P AVA // | 
SOMETHING TO \ — 


MAKE YOU NOT | aun a 
= Oni I == 
il eS 7) 


(1 
— 


OH, LH, 
HOW PO TIME AND 


SPACE WORK? _& 
THAT'S 
MORE OF A "YEARS e oe 


OF STUDY” KIND 


HEY; THERE 


YOU ARE! 


yOu ) 
q WANT A GO P VAL et 
\ be 
DA arounp: ~~ 
Ve = 
—H} ’ 


/ \e ‘T GOT IT 
<< NUD secre 
BSN. SS . 
“FRANKLY, SHE NEEDS SS z a - 
MORE OF THIS. fay 
} SS 7 
> ~~ ~ 


BE) <LI 


SEE, 
TRAINING 
HAS BEGUN 
ALREADY. 4 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


SWEETIE, 
YOU KNOW RIRI 
WILLIAMS? 


SHE'S A 
FRIEND FROM, 
UH... 


LET'S SAY 

“SCHOOL” UNTIL 

WE ALL FIGURE 
THIS OUT. 


I AMA 
HUGE FAN, YOUNG 
LADY. I'M MILES’ lf IT TAKES 
MOTHER. A MINUTE TO 
SINK IN. 


AND ' 
YOU MUST BE 
JEFFERSON. 


HI. I’M 
LEONARDO DA 
VINCI. 


ACTUALLY, ’ 
ee Sineaae Pee DUDE, WHERE'S ANP THAT'S) NN 
2 OU ane | REALLY SUPPOSED 
C'MERE... 2 15 THIS? WHAT TO BE LEONARPO 
IS THAT A DA VINCI. 
ARE TeuLONG LT VAMPIRE? 
ARE 


THEY ALL 
VAMPIRES? 


PLEASE. 


wr io JV 


od sO "THIS 15 A ! 
od "HE JUST, RIGHT NOW, SHOWED BIG RELINION. "THESE TWO HAVEN'T SEEN EACH 
; OTHER SINCE SHE KILLED HIM WHEN 
UP AT AMANPA'S GAFEHOUSE, TONY WAS STILL IN THE WOMB 
ALIVE AND WELL. = - 


| ARE A 
eae TENSE. 


"IT'S TO BE 
FEES i 


TONY, HEY, IT'S, UH, 
IT'S MOM. 


I FORGOT 
TO TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


UH, IT'S 
IMPORTANT. 


YOU ALMOST 
SOLD IT. 


SORRY, MY 
J IMPROV SKILLS 
ARE RUSTY. 


I'VE HEARD Jaime ery I REMEMBER 


I WAS WORRIED FOR 
THIS ONE. aie | A SECOND, AFTER I KILLED 
"CUT OFF YOU, THAT I WAS GOING TO 
ONE LIMB ANP Ve HAVE TO MARRY TWO MORE 
TWO WILL TAKE ed ™ PP\ BACKSTABBING ASSHOLES 
ITS PLACE.” : WHO LIED TO ME WITH THEIR 
EVERY BREATH...IN 
YOUR PLACE. 


IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO KILL 
ME 


WHAT HAVE YOU 
BEEN DOING WITH 
YOURSELF? 


WELL, DEATH 
OFFERS SPECIFIC 
OPPORTUNITIES... 


.IF YOU 
HAVE THE 
FORTITUDE 
TO STAY 
WITH IT. 


SO YOU'RE 
MORE OF A 
“BEHIND THE 
SCENES” 
HOMICIDAL 
GLOBAL 
TERRORIST. 


y I COULD 
W HAVE DONE THAT ANY ¥ 
TIME OVER THE DECADES. Jem 


I WAS 
PROTECTING 
OUR UNBORN 

SON. 


BY KILLING 
ME INSTEAD OF 
ACCEPTING MY 

LOVE? 


I 
LIED. YOU 
KILLED. IT'S 
SLIPPERY 
HIGHER GROUND, 
BUT I THINK, IN 
THIS CASE, I 
HAVE IT. 


WHAT DO 
OUR BOY 
GREW UP TO BE YOU WANT WITH 


IRON MAN. HIM? 


YOU KNOW I SAW YOU PLAY 
MARACANA STAPIUM. 


WHAT DO 
YOU WANT WITH 


I COULD HAVE KILLED 
YOU THEN... 


WELL, 
AREN'T YOU 
SWEET? 

7 HOW COMET N§ 
DON'T REMEMBER @ 
YOU BEING THIS 

SWEET? 


YOU? ANYONE ELSE 
TRY TO MURDER YOU? 


YOU EVER DREAM ABOUT 
WHAT OUR LIVES WOULD BE 
LIKE IF WE’D SOMEHOW 
MIRACULOUSLY WORKED 
IT OUT? 


YEAH, ME 
EITHER. 


WHO KNOWS WHAT OTHER GENIUS 
SUPER HEROES WE COULD HAVE PROCREATED? 


( HELL BE HERE ) 
DANY MINUTE. J 


ACCIDENTALLY 
, MADE SOMETHING 


EXCELLENT 
QUESTION... 


YOU WANT 
ONE OF US TO 
TALK NOW? 


PLEASE, M 


ROBBINS. THERE'S 


A BETTER 


“OH YEAH, WATCH THIS FOR 
A SECONP ANP THEN I'LL 
TELL YOU MY THOUGHTS... 


(I KNOW 
LEGALLY, THAT'S 
WHAT I ASKED 
YOU FOR.) 


HE 
WANTS ONE OF 


us TO 


SAY NO, 


TOO. 


SO, MR. LYNCH, 
ERIC, BUBBA, BY 
SIGNING YOUR POWERS 
OF ATTORNEY OVER 
TO ME... 


ZT WILL 
CONTROL YOUR 
INTEREST IN THE FRESHLY 
SEIZED STARK ENTERPRISES 
THE SECOND AFTER 
YOU SEIZE IT. 


MY 
PARTNERS 
SAY NO. 


..- AND HAND 
WHEN YOU INFORM ALL DECISION-MAKING 
THE BOARD THAT YOU WILL RESPONSIBILITIES TO ME 
BE STEPPING DOWN AS ACTING AND, BY DEFAULT, MY PARTNERS 
WHATEVER-THE-HELL- IN THE ENTERPRISES WE HAVE 
YOU-ARE... POPPING UP ALL OVER THE 
EASTERN SEABOARD 
T 


SO THEN 


WH 
WHY WOULD T 
DO THAT? 


"WHY"? 


SWEETIE... 


LYNCH, THERE'S HISTORIC 
..-I'VE GOT PRECEDENCE HERE. 
A GUN TO YOUR 


THIS IS 
HEAD. ALMOST EXACTLY HOW 


FISK TOOK CONTROL OF 
HIS FIRST STUFF. 


EXCEPT INSTEAD 
OF TAKING CONTROL OF AN 
ILLEGAL OPERATION, WE'RE TAKING 
CONTROL OF A SUPPOSEDLY LEGAL ONE 
AND USING IT TO FIRMLY ESTABLISH 
OUR BASE AND AT THE SAME TIME... 


...WE HATE TONY STARK WITH A FIERY PASSION 
ANP TAKING HIS STUFF FROM A NUPNICK 
SCHMENPRICK LIKE YOU |S 
JUST--MMM/ 


ANP WE GET TO 
MESS UP WHATEVER 
THE HELL TONY STARK 
ANP VICTOR VON POOM 
HAVE YOU DOING 
FOR THEM. 


WHAT? 
I TOLP 
you. 


TONY 
STARK HATES 
MY GUTS! 


OH, I CAN SEE 
THAT. 


YOU ARE 
ACTIVELY TRYING 

TO STEAL HIS COMPANY HE 

OUT FROM UNDER HIM SHOULD 

AND LEFT IT VULNERABLE MURDER 
FOR SOMETHING you. 

LIKE THIS TO MURDER. 
HAPPEN. 


STRAIGHT-UP 


LET'S GET 
OKAY. pebies CRACKING, 


MEETIN 
Creag ape 


a 4 ofS ol 
WN Hy | y 
y pO 


“WELL, THAT’S THE 
FA QUESTION, AIN'T IT? 


OH, IT'S A 


u S : 
PAY HEY, I WAS JUST 


REBOOTED, GIVE ME —— 


YEAH, BLIT IN THE 


A MINUTE TO GET 
MY MOJO BACK. 


BACK? I FORGOT 
TO TELL YOU 


\\ SOMETHING. x 
\ aT 


\ ite p 
: a IMPORTANT. 


| iy } S cS 4 
> |, 
Lh , 
OH, hl 2a 
RHSRHSRH AY / Br 
THIS. \ 
Up ) %y H f fg SS 

“ I } : 

ae 1 


"WIS MOMMY DIP A NUMBER ON HIM. 
yo [ “THE END. THAT'S IT. 
. | “T HAPPENS. at 
[ \WT HAPPENED TO MOST OF YOU. 
| Ez 
"YOU HUMANS EITHER HAVE MOMMY ISSUES 
OR YOUR PADDY ISSUES ARE SO BAP YOU 
CAN'T EVEN GET TO YOUR MOMMY ISSUES. 
e, “THAT'S YOU. 
ee THAT'S HUMANS. 
"BUT POOM’S MOM WAS A DARK-ARTS- 
WIELDING WITCH PRIESTESS WHO RAN AROLINP 


THE WOOPS OF LATVERIA PLITTING ALL THE 
WRONG IPEAS IN HIS HEAD... 


; "a 
NP THEN SHE LIP i 
ANP WENT TO HELL 
RIGHT IN FRONT OF HIM. 


“ANP NOW, AFTER HAVING [i 
ACCOMPLISHEP EVERYTHING 
A GENIUS COLILP POSSIBLY 
ACHIEVE... 


“\..ANP NOTICE I DIDN'T 
SAY MAP GENIUS, 


BECAUSE ALL , 
GENILISES ARE 


‘\.-THIS GENIUS 
CONQUERED THE 
UNIVERSE ONLY TO 
DPISCOVER...IT 
WASN'T TO BE 
CONQUERED. 


“QUICK PRO TIP TO ANY OF 
YOU UP-ANP-COMING 
MANIACS LOOKING TO TAKE 
OVER THE LINIVERSE TO FILL 
THE DARK HOLE IN YOUR SOUL 
LEFT BY YOUR HURRICANE OF 
A MOTHER...DON’T BOTHER. 


“IT CAN'T BE PONE. IF POCTOR 
POOM COULPN’T PO IT WITH HIS 
POWER ANP THAT MOTHER...TRUST 
ME, YOU CAN'T PO IT EITHER. 

rid a wt 
“YOU JUST STAY IN YOUR ROOM 
ANP TALK CRAP TO STRANGERS 
ON THE INTERWEBS LIKE YOURE 
SUPPOSED TO. 


“BUT HERE IS POOM, PRESSEP AS 
IRON MAN, IN TRIBUTE TO IRON 
MAN, LIVING IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF THE LEGACY OF IRON MAN... 


“...ANP NOW HE 
IS FACEP WITH 
THE ACTUAL 
IRON MAN... 


\..-ANP AT THIS VERY MOMENT, I WONPI 
IF POOM COULP EVEN ANSWER HIM 
>S 
AN 


SERIOUSLY, VICTOR, 
WHAT ARE YOLI POING? 


YEAH! WHAT IS 
GOING ON WITH 
ALL THESE--? 


e 


HIS SYSTEMS ™ 
ARE BEING 
OVERPOWERED BY A 
DARK FORCE MATTER 
NOT CATALOGUEP 


NOW WE/RE 
BEING CONSUMED 
A PARK FORCE MATTER 
NOT CATALOGUED IN 
ANY OF OUR-- “ 


UH! THIS 
REALLY 
HURTS! 


A PRESENT 
FOR YOU. 


I WENT TO YOUR 
FUNERAL! 


a, THAT'S 


REALLY COLONEL 
RHODES? 


TONY, 
LISTEN, I'M-- 
I’M SORRY. 


WILL YOU 
UNHOOK YOURSELF 
FROM MY WORLD, GO 
AWAY AND NEVER 
COME BACK? 


I ACCEPT YOUR 
RESIGNATION. 


WHERE DID THE HOOP NY Wa ro pe auvcu super 


VILLAIN TEAM-LIP? 


I'M REALLY 
SORRY. 


LET’S WRAP 
THIS UP. 


“REMEMBER WHEN I WAS TALKING 
ABOUT HUMANS ANP CHAOS ANP 
RLINNING EVERYTHING? 


IT'S THE 
INFLUENCE. 


STARK IS 


INFLUENCE. 7 


THE THING 
OF IT IS, VICTOR, 
I’M SO DAMN HAPPY 
ABOUT THIS PATH 
YOU'VE LED US 
DOWN... 


.-.-THAT 
I DON’T EVEN 
FEEL LIKE MURDERING 
YOUR FACE QUITE 
SO MUCH. 


I WOULD 
HAVE NEVER 
THOUGHT OF DIVING 
INTO TONY STARK’S WORLD 
TO SEE MY GOALS 
THROUGH. 


THIS--I 
COULD KISS YOU 
FOR THIS! 


ESPECIALLY NOW 
THAT YOU'RE SO DAMN 
GORGEOUS. 


VICTOR, 
IT'S NOT THE 
MONEY. 


I CAN USE 
HIS OWN COMPANY 
TO TURN THE WORLD 
AGAINST HIM. 


THERE'S A 
POCTOR POOM 
IN THERE WHO WOULD 
LOVE THIS IDEA. WHO 
INVENTED THIS 


IDEA! 
: INFLUENCE, 
VICTOR. YOU 
SHOWED ME THE 
PATH AND-- 


‘| --WITH STARK'S BODY, I CAN GET 


THE REST OF THIS PLACE TO 
FOLD LIKE YOUR MOTHER _@& 
AT 


VICTOR, YOU 
RUIN THIS MORTAL 
SKIN I BORROWED AND 
T/LL JUST HAVE TO 
REVEAL MY TRUE 
NATURE. 


VESSEL AND AN Jc 
ITCHY ONE! 


STARK IS A FAR 
MORE POTENT VESSEL 
IN WHICH TO INFLUENCE 

THIS PL-- £2 


“VICTOR! \ 


v 


VICTOR, 
STOP IT. 


THIS IS 
GOING TO HURT 
YOU MORE THAN 
IT HURTS ME, 
VICTOR! 


THAT SPELL 
VICTOR! CYCLE YOU'RE USING YOU'RE 
IS FORBIDDEN TO | CHEATING/ 
MORTALS. 


x 

ET RA 

Be NR 
tg EE 


WHAT PO 
YOU WANT WITH 
HIM? 


YOu 
CHEATED ME, 
VICTOR! 


ALL FOR 
STARK?! 


ALL FOR 
THEM? 


WELL, HE IS TONY STARK’S 
HEY, BIOLOGICAL FATHER WHO 
AMANDA, HAS BEEN HIDING FOR ALL 
IS THIS MAN THESE YEARS AND IMMEDIATELY 
BOTHERING SHOWED UP, THREATENED ME 
YOU? AND HAD ME CALL TONY 
BACK HERE FOR SOME 
SORT OF TRAP. 


TONY STARK’S 
EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT, 


.--BUT 
CAME HERE 
ALONE? 


| 


YOU/RE SUCH 
A NERP, RIRI, 
IT LOVE IT/ 


YOU'RE A 
STRANGE DUPE, 
JEFFRIES! 
a 
\' ss cS 
=. 


| 
Vai 


PENTAGON SIT acries 

ROOM! THIS IS" FLAVORED layN COLONEL, YES, 

COLONEL JAMES | ROCKY ROAD. ’ I AM ALIVE. 
RHODES. 


THANK YOU, SIR. 


WE HAVE A MAJOR BLACK-OPS : 
PLEASE FOLLOW MY gag | HYPRA SITUATION IN MIPTOWN TIT CAN HOLD 
ARMOR’S SIGNAL! [Fg | 


IEW YORK. IT DOWN WITH 


( HE CAME OUT OF HIDING 
i TO GRAB YOU-- 


yOu 
~| ARE YOU GUYS WOULD HAVE 
~ | KS se ef = ™\ \ , PLAYING A TRICK ON ME Yas\ DESERVED 
, = BL Z BECAUSE I WENT INTO JS 
a. % i | \ i : ‘ HIDING FROM YOU? 
OH MY GOP, IS i 
COLONEL RHOPES | 

ALIVE, TOO? } / 


IS THIS MORE 
OF TI 


Hoop’s 
THIS...UM, 
NONSENSE? THIS IS YOUR 
FATHER. 


THAT'S 
REALLY MY 
FOR-REAL 


. (THIS WON'T 
F 


TH 
MESS ME UP 


THE FORESEEABLE , EVERYONE! , THANK 
FUTURE.) YO! 


THANK YOU, ° REALLY. 


po i HEY, IS THE : 
wali BIG TALL ARMOR 
=n Wm IN THE BACK VICTOR 
> Lis VON DOOM 
y faa AGAIN? 


“Tol betel 


SOMETHING 
OF THE SORT. 


W 


THAT'S 
LEONARPO HE 
DA VINCI. , HELPED. 


HE HAS AN 


ACTUAL BIG 7 a 
PLAN FOR THE NINJA 
THE FLITURE. TURTLE OR THE ae 4 YOU, MISS 
REAL GUY?) " - ' 
SCHEDU uJ — WILLIAMS! 


COLONEL, IT 1S REALLY 
EXCITING TO SEE YOU LIKE, BEYONP 
REAL GUY. UP ON YOUR FEET. BEYOND 


WE--YOU 
KNOW, WE BOTH 
ALMOST DIED. | 


WE’RE-- 
YOU KNOW, 
EMOTIONAL. 


I ALMOST KILLED MY 
EVIL BIOLOGICAL 
FATHER BACK THERE... 


Y I’M GOING 
TO LEAVE YOU TWO “EXPLAIN THE POOM 
ALONE... THING TO ME...’ 


“YOU'LL BE HEARING 
THAT FOR YEARS 
TO COME. 


“'EXPLAIN THE POOM 
THING TO ME.’ 
[ “THAT'S THE THING. 


“NO ONE KNOWS 
. 


WHY POOM PIP 
PToae 


“\..£NO ONE KNOWS WHAT HE 
SACRIFICEP FOR STARK. 


(za 


“NO ONE CAN HEAR HIS 
SKIN CRINKLE OR FEEL HIS 
TEARS STING THE OPEN 
WOUNPS. 


“~ 


1" eRa tee” 


ANYWAY, THIS 
Da EN 


I TOLD YOU! 
YOU HUMANS HAVE 
MADE OF IT. BUT 
TIRE PLACE ME? WELL, INSTEAD OF GIVING 
1 INTO MY GREATER INSTINCTS TO 


INTELLIGENCES TO SAVE 
ALL OF YOU FROM 
YOURSELVES... 


I HAVE 
LEARNEP 
TO LOVE THE 
MAPNESS. 


a 
LOVE THE 
CHAOS. 


I LOVE 
KNOWING AS MUCH 
AS I KNOW ‘ANP I KNOW A 
LOT...) ANP NOT KNOWING 
WHAT IS GOING TO 
HAPPEN NEXT. 


WHAT IS 
THE DEAL WITH 
TONY'S BIOLOGICAL 
DAD? WHAT HAS 
HE BEEN LIP 
TO? 


WILL 
LEONARDO 
DA VINCI PULL OFF 
WHATEVER HE’S 
TRYING TO PULL 
OFF? 


WILL THE 
ARMOR SQUAP 


WILL RIRI 
WILLIAMS RULE 
THE WORLD? 


WILL RHODEY 
RUN FOR PRESIDENT } 
, ALREADY? 


FOR... 
fe 
. 
» THAN ANYONE... 


KNOW THE PATH 
HE’S HEAPED 
seh T 
KNOW HIM BETTER 
7 
isse 
CLEAR... 


f/ 


” 


PLEA i f 
---PLEASE \ 
BE THERE... 


I NEED TO SEE THE 
DOCTOR, WAGNER. 
I NEED TO SEE HER 


LADY, 
RIGHT NOW! 


YOU ARE NOT 
RIGHT! 


HAS 
ANYONE ELSE 
TOLP YOU 
THAT? 


NY 


Sia 
pyre 


Y/} } 


REMEMBER WHATEVER 
THAT TACKY YOURE 


HAIRCUT, SELLING... 
AUSSIE. WE'RE NOT : «4 
BUYING. y t 


WAGNER! Y 
OH, THANK 
cop. Lf 


THANK = \ 
GOP, THANK 
GOD, THANK | 
GOD... 


PLEASE TELL 
ME YOU'RE JUST 
BEING A PILL AND-- 
AND YOU KNOW 
WHO TI AM. 


LET'S SAY 
YOU LEAVE 
BEFORE 
Tes 


DOCTOR?! 


SORRY, 
DOCTOR?! 


WAGNER... 


D-DOCTOR 
STRANGE? 


NOW THAT 
IS A NAME T 
HAVE NOT HEARD 
IN A VERY LONG 
TIME. 


IT'S ALSO A 
NAME THAT IS ]— 


NOTMINE. Avance ig 
DOCTOR ANTHONY 
STARK. 


BUT I AM 
THE SORCERER 
SUPREME. 


Hi. Brian Bendis here. You may or may not have heard, but 
this is my last Marvel comic. After over 18 years of being 
a proud member of this family, | have moved on. My time is 
done. Weirdly, even though this is my last comic, I've already 
written a couple of farewell essays in SPIDER-MAN and 
JESSICA JONES. | have already expressed, in great detail, 
my very deep, conflicted emotions about leaving. So for this 
issue, | thought a better way to say goodbye would be to 
dig through my photos from over the years. These never- 
before or rarely seen special moments are some of the little 
treasures | keep in my mind's eye. When | think of Marvel 
comics, | think of... 


Marvel Retreat 2014. Semi-regular gatherings in New York where we have 
charted every huge Marvel event. 


Marvel's Icon line was created so people like 
me and my friends could express ourselves 
creatively and publish safely, including making 
After the end of my AVENGERS run, a note and books with my daughter Olivia and one of my Another look inside a Marvel Retreat. A 
gift from one of my heroes, Walt Simonson. best pals, Mike Oeming. My creator-owned __ veritable Who's Who of comics creators Googling 
home since 2004. themselves instead of paying attention. :) 


CHARACTERS 
THAT BRIAN 
BENDIS HAS 


Skottie Young at a Marvel retreat sketching . 
: ; Matt Fraction and Sam Humphries. The joy of = From a very crazy Chicago Comic Con, years 
Jason Aaron and | in 2012 talking to ABC News being paid to watch creative people make their ago. This was a game show subject. | knew | 


for AVENGERS VS. X-MEN. magic. was in trouble. 


> 


In recognition of | 
his lasting contribution |) 
THE Al ERS 
_ 


\ ByflaN MICHAEL BENDIS | 


From Joe Quesada’s 10th Anniversary at But | was even more surprised by this lovely 
Marvel party. He brought me to Marvel in token from my longtime editor, Tom. This really 
1999 and gave me a safe and happy home. And And a little something from my VERY surprise — touched me, as did his work on this issue. He 
friendship. And when | got sick this year, he anniversary party. went out of his way to make this a very special 
was there! As was Tom! issue for you and for me. 


Miles Morales’ co-creator Sara Pichelli and me. ‘This is the co-creator of Maria Hill meeting Cobie Stan Lee and me from 2014. In his office, 
San Diego, 2011. Smulders, A.K.A. Maria Hill. San Diego, 2012. Beverly Hills. 


This is what Marvel panels look like from the stage. This is you. 
office came. They had a cake with SIEGE on the cover. An absolute highlight of © Showing up for us. And when | think of my time at Marvel, that is 
my time. all | will think about. Thank you for everything. 


Another picture from my 10th Anniversary at Marvel party. Everybody in the 


Thank you to all of the artists who came by to make sure that this last issue was almost like a yearbook celebration. These are some of my favorite 
collaborators, some of whom | may not get to work with again because people are exclusive. So you're holding a document that’s very special to us. 
It really is. 
Thank you, Tony. Thank you, Riri. Thank you, Rhodey. Thank you, Mu. 
Thank you, Alanna. Thank you, Stefano. Thank you, Marte. Thank you, Alex. 
Thank you, Tom. 
Thank you, Stan, Larry, Jack and Don. 
-BENDIS! 


THE STORY CONTINUES! 


Tony Stark is back with new sets of armor and a__!ron Man makes his triumphant 
return to the Avengers in... 


\ AVENGERS #1 


mountain of brilliant ideas in... 


TON VASTAR Rae 


IRONIMAN, 


JASON AARON 
ED McGUINNESS 
MARK MORALES 
DAVID CURIEL 
ON SALE NOW! 
lronheart continues searching for 
her place in the world in... 


DAN SLOTT 
VALERIO SCHITI » NOY. 
EDGAR DELGADO JIM ZUB * SEAN IZAAKSE 

ON SALE IN JUNE! ON SALE NOW! 
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